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	Project Description

	Safety for the travelling public on railways is essential. Coupled with this are train delays. 

These delays can occur despite the extensive and very costly maintenance effort required under national programmes. An organised technique to develop maintenance strategies based on the awareness of the nature and causes of malfunctions is called Reliability Centred Maintenance (RCM). 

The proposed research and development will concentrate on developing a structured RCM approach to railway infrastructure. This area gives the greatest potential for improvement in safety and train delays. 

In particular, the RCM analysis will focus on: 
all various types of track circuitry, 
axle counters, 
point machines, 
the signals themselves, 
interlocking such as position of points and signals to clear.
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