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	The main goal of this project is the revitalisation of rail transport. It reflects the importance of an effective and efficient freight transport system within the European unification process. Railways have the potential to contribute much to sustainable development. It is far from being realised yet though. As a means to assist in achieving this, it is necessary to identify areas where research and development can lead to measures than enhance rail's competitiveness in providing freight transport services. The first phase which is research oriented looks for consensus on the completed and ongoing tasks from a user and societal perspective and the second phase which is market oriented provides a realistic insight into the feasibility of the proposals in the preliminary master plan. The strategies are adjusted to meet the requirements of the customer (the shippers).
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